
 
 
 

E-NEWS / CHILD  SPONSOR  SPECIAL                                     SPRING  2014 
 

From your U.S. Child Health and Welfare Team: Arlene, Sophia and Winnie.  
(Email us with feedback on this new format: info@songeaskids.org) 
 
 

AGAINST ALL ODDS 
 

"My name is Lucy Myavilwa, a girl aged 23 years 
old. I have three sisters. My father died since I was 
four years. I live with my mother who raised us in poor 
condition since the death of my father. She tried to do 
small business so that to get money for buying 
foodstuffs and paying house rent. The life was so 
difficult that time. There is no hope of getting 
education like other children. I dreamed of being an 
Economist but my dream started to diminish because 
my mother didn’t have enough money for paying my 
school fees and other contributions. Actually I lost 
hope of proceeding with my studies.” 

 
This quote was taken from a letter written by Lucy thanking her Songea's Kids’ sponsor, Erica 
Tiliacos, and Jirani Mwema for making it possible for her to receive a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics from the University of Dodoma in November 2013 after three years of study. Her 
education scholarship paid for all her basic needs and school fees, as well as her dormitory 
expenses and travel from Songea to Dodoma. Her sponsor even generously paid for her 
mother to travel to see her graduate—an experience of a lifetime. 
 
Under the terms of Lucy’s college scholarship, she will use her skills for three years in her 
home community, Songea. She looks forward to giving back to help other children escape a 
life of poverty. Currently she is teaching economics part time in a local secondary school. Her 
plan is to find another job so that she can help her mother, her relatives and other children 
sponsored by Songea's Kids and Jirani Mwema. Lucy is now a model and cheer leader for 
other children in the program to achieve their dreams. 
 

MAKING MASONS AND MECHANICS 
 

Young male students, like Elia and Manfred on the 
left, who receive vocational training in Tanzania, have 
a good chance of supporting themselves and their 
future families. If they do not meet the requirements 
to attend secondary school or choose not to attend, 
vocational training gives them a path to a better 
future. Songea's Kids and Jirani Mwema are currently 
supporting six teens in vocational training. Two are 
studying mechanics and four are learning masonry 
skills.  
 
 



Those studying mechanics learn how motor vehicles operate and how to repair them. They 
also learn basic math, English, entrepreneurship and life skills, engineering science, and 
computer application. The students enrolled in masonry training learn construction techniques, 
machinery operation (such as cement mixers), project drawing skills and basic math, as well 
as entrepreneurship and life skills. All the students learn health and safety in the workplace. 
 
The job market in Tanzania is good for boys with these skills. People in Tanzania are 
beginning to build modern houses and this requires the work of a skilled mason. Likewise, 
people are buying more cars and motorcycles which require the services of a mechanic.  
 
Providing vocational training for boys and girls is made possible through education funds 
donated by Songea's Kids sponsors and donors who support the Education/Scholarship Fund. 
especially Sowing Seeds of Hope in Lynnwood who decided this year to continue as our 
partner by raising funds to support the Fund. Vocational schools are private and costs are 
beyond the means of poor children without financial aid. Typical training requires from one to 
three years of course work. All students who attend vocational school or college sign a 
contract with Jirani Mwema pledging to study hard. They also agree upon graduation to give 
back in some way for the number of years that they receive a scholarship. They fulfill this by 
volunteering their special skills or donating part of their salary to the Jirani Mwema education 
fund to help other orphans in the program. 
 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE:  HITTING THE MARK 

 

 

As of January 2014, we are pleased to note that 
56 children sponsored by Songea's Kids are 
attending either primary, secondary or 
vocational/technical schools, including Abdalah 
pictured in the photo to the left as he attends 
mechanic’s training. Thirty of the students are 
female, 26 are male. There are 29 children in 
Primary School, 13 in Secondary School and 14 
in Vocational/Technical Schools.  Four girls are 
currently not in school. Three of the girls have 
completed Form IV in Secondary School and are 
awaiting the results of their national exams. If they 
pass these exams, in July 2014 they will enter 

Form 5 (A-Level—comparable to junior college in the USA). If they do not pass, they can study 
and take the exams again or choose a vocational school. One pregnant girl is determined to 
continue her secondary education in January 2105 when her baby is one year old. 
 
Currently Songea's Kids is sponsoring 64 children cared for by Jirani Mwema. In 2013 one 
student graduated from the University of Dodoma in 2013 and 3 others decided not to continue 
with secondary school. So the Jirani Mwema Board of Directors released them from their 
orphan care program to find employment. Four babies were added to the list of supported 
children in 2014. 

 

EDUCATION SPONSORS:  38 STUDENTS NEED A HAND UP 
 

As children have become healthier and well fed, more are able to study and advance to 
Songea secondary and vocational schools; most are private and expensive. Please encourage  



your family, friends and neighbors to invest in their future with a monthly donation of $27.50 or 
a one-time donation of any amount to the Education/Scholarship Fund. As a monthly sponsor 
you will receive regular updates from the child you sponsor so you can follow his/her progress. 
Basic Needs sponsors already pay for food, hygiene supplies, clothing and medical expenses 
for each child. Unfortunately with the high inflation rates in Tanzania and throughout Africa,  
there is not enough money left over to cover a child's educational costs. 
 
Since staying in school will help these children move beyond the poverty level, educational 
sponsors are a critical part of a child's success. Anyone interested in becoming an educational 
sponsor can sign up on the Donate page of the Songea's Kids' website www.songeaskids.org 
or e-mail Julie Nanda at julien@songeaskids.org to request a mail-in form.  

 

QUICK UPDATES 

 

Your Correspondence: A great way to encourage your sponsored child is to send letters 
introducing yourself and asking them about their interests and school progress. To get letters 
to your child, send them to Julie Nanda via email at julien@songeaskids.org. Or mail to 3020 
Iss-Pine Lake Rd. SE #539, Sammamish, WA 98075. She will safely forward them to Songea. 
 

Chicken Project: The chickens continue to thrive and are growing rapidly. Watch their 
progress on the Songea’s Kids website. www.songeaskids.org 
 

Sewing Machine: As a result of reading the article about Angela in the last newsletter, a donor 
sent $100 to buy a machine so Angela can start earning funds as soon as she graduates from 
tailoring training. She is overjoyed! 
 

2014 Songea Soiree, Songea’s Kids Annual Dinner and Auction scheduled for May 3, will be 
rescheduled due to unexpected and unavoidable circumstances. Stay tuned. 
 

Fall 2014 Volunteer Trip to Songea: Linda Hines, President of Songea’s Kids, and a 
volunteer hydrogeologist will travel to Songea this fall to work with the orphans, Jirani Mwema 
and the Hope Village Organization. If you would like to join this trip as a volunteer (which 
involves paying your own expenses), contact Linda at lindah@songeaskids.org. 

 
 
 
Dear Sponsors, you really make a difference in the lives of children in 
Songea. Education will give them knowledge and hope, and help them lead 
healthier and more productive lives. The children below exude happiness 
beyond their dreams because of your generosity. Thank you! 
 

   


